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CHAP. IV.

THE NIZAM'S  CONTINGENT,  NOW CALLED THE  HYDERABAD  CONTINGENT.

THE disbanding of the French battalions, under the com-
mand of M, Piron, in the service of the Nizam, had been
accomplished ; but the important information obtained in
that object by the Governor-General diuing his brief stay
at the Cape of Good Hope, together with his despatch to
the President of the Board of Control upon the subject,
are worthy of perusal, and will be found in the Appendix.
Malcolm carried to Calcutta, and laid at the feet of the
Governor-General, the colours of the annihilated French
corps. More grateful trophies there could not be to the
heart of Lord Wellesley. Such of the men as were not
incapacitated from further exertion, by age or other in-
firmity, were drafted into the infantry battalions com-
manded by Colonel Finglass, who has been already
referred to. Scarcely, however, had the French officers
been relieved from their command, when war with Tippoo
Sooltan was proclaimed by the Governor-General, after
every negotiation- had failed to prevent such an evil.
" The British army, under General Harris, took the field.
The Nizam was to aid us with an auxiliary force. Malcolm,
who had arrived at Madras by one of the vessels which
was to cany the Governor-General and his suite to the
southern coast, was despatched from Madras to expedite
the advance of our allies. The subsidiary force, under

